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PSJC Hebrew School and Youth/Family Programming
5782/2021-2022 Procedures and Protocols

Our entire community must cooperate and coordinate to make in-person learning
possible, and we thank you in advance for adhering to our procedures and protocols.

We will evaluate the following protocols on a bi-weekly basis in conversation with the
PSJC Covid Advisory Committee, Hebrew School Committee, and PSJC staff, as well
as follow guidelines from the city and state. If we believe that exposure, or the potential
for exposure, is reaching untenable levels, we will assess the need to switch to a
rotating in-person or all-online model. Similarly, should total vaccination rates increase
(along with eligibility for younger age brackets) or overall rates decrease, we may
lessen some of our stricter protocols. PSJC Hebrew School and Youth and Family
Programminging will also focus on outdoor programming for fall 2021, as well as be
prepared to shift programs to remote options as needed.

We appreciate your patience, flexibility, and partnership while we continue to navigate
through this pandemic and work to provide a safe in-person learning experience. If you
have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out. We’re looking
forward to an amazing year together.

Overview

As we continue to be vigilant so that we can gather in person, an important part of our
planning depends on our families adhering to the 5 key actions to prevent COVID-19
transmission listed below and following the procedures and protocols described in this
document. Remember these five actions to prevent transmission:

1. Get vaccinated if you are able
2. Practice healthy hand hygiene
3. Stay home if sick
4. Keep physical distance
5. Wear a face covering

All teachers, parents, staff, and students will wear a face mask
regardless of vaccination status at all PSJC Hebrew School and
Youth and Family programming. This includes outdoors for
services, school activities, and classes, unless otherwise instructed
by a staff member or during snack and mask breaks.



Please know that the health and safety of everyone – students, families, teachers, and
staff – is our first priority. In addition to the above actions, the following policies will also
be in place:

● Vaccination Policy
● Masks and Distancing
● Illness Policy
● Building Procedures and Protocols
● Remote Learning

Covid-19 Vaccination Policy

Staff: All PSJC staff and teachers are required to be vaccinated for Covid-19 and
present proof of vaccination (to be kept on file) unless they have a medical exemption
(with doctor’s note). Teachers who are not medically able to be vaccinated will be
required to submit weekly negative COVID tests taken within 72 hours of their teaching
day. If you would like, you may upload a photo of your vaccination card using the proof
of vaccine upload form or bring a copy to be kept at PSJC. Teachers and students,
regardless of vaccination status, are required to stay home if they are not feeling well
(See Teacher and Student illness policy). An excused/paid absence to be used solely in
the case of illness or Covid quarantine will be added to each teacher contract for each
day you teach, in addition to one excused/paid absence to be used at your discretion.

Madrichim / Teens: All madrichim assistants are required to be vaccinated for Covid-19
and present proof of vaccination (to be kept on file). If you would like, you may upload a
photo of your vaccination card using the proof of vaccine upload form or bring a copy
to be kept at PSJC. Madrichim not able to be vaccinated may apply to work with
students remotely or in non-face-to-face volunteer opportunities. Madrichim, regardless
of vaccination status, are required to stay home if they are not feeling well (See Teacher
and Student illness policy).

Students: All students aged 12 or older are required to be vaccinated for Covid-19 and
provide proof of vaccination (to be kept on file), unless they have a medical exemption
(with doctor’s note). Students who turn 12 during the school year will have 3 months
after their birthday to complete their vaccination process and provide proof. We
understand that students age 11 and under are not yet eligible to be vaccinated.
Younger students will also likely be required to be vaccinated for Covid-19 as vaccine
eligibility expands.

If you would like, you may upload a photo of your student’s vaccination card using the
proof of vaccine upload form or bring a copy to be kept at PSJC. All students enrolled
in PSJC Hebrew School should also be compliant with the NYC DOE general
immunization requirements.

https://forms.gle/D19Ke2wnYkTKwFCr7
https://forms.gle/D19Ke2wnYkTKwFCr7
https://forms.gle/D19Ke2wnYkTKwFCr7
https://forms.gle/D19Ke2wnYkTKwFCr7
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/sh65-medical-immunization-requirements
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/sh65-medical-immunization-requirements


Masks and Distancing

All teachers, parents, staff, and students will wear a face mask regardless of vaccination
status (no bandanas). If a student or teacher arrives without a face mask, we will
provide one, though we ask that you do not rely on PSJC for masks. Masks must
completely cover a participant’s nose and mouth. Parents are responsible for ensuring
that your student has a mask that fits well. If a student’s mask continues to drop down,
parents may be contacted to find an option that fits better. If finances are an obstacle to
obtaining a good fitting mask, please let us know.

When students are participating in outdoor classes where they are stationary and sitting
in proximity to each other, masks will be required, depending on transmission rates.
During snack and breaks outside, participants will be able to remove their mask, as long
as they are not standing near others. We recommend always ensuring a spare mask is
in your student’s bag.

Illness Policy

Health and safety of everyone is our priority. All teachers and students will complete the
health form each day they are attending PSJC, answering the following questions:

● Have you/your child or anyone in your household had a cough, shortness of
breath or difficulty breathing, chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat, new loss
of taste or smell in the past 5 days?

● Have you/your child or anyone in your household spent time with anyone in the
last 5 days who has displayed the above symptoms or been sick with COVID-19
or some other infectious illness?

● Is your child's (or a siblings) secular school class currently moved online or
quarantined due to COVID-19 exposure?

If the answer to any one of the above questions is yes, the teacher/student is not
permitted to attend programming on that day. The mitzvah of pikuah nefesh, saving a
life, takes precedence over all other mitzvot, and we believe that our commitment to the
health and safety of our community is one of the biggest lessons in Jewish values we
can pass onto our students. Students unable to participate in person may have an
opportunity for a remote check-in with a member of the staff, depending on availability.

All teachers and students are required to stay home if they are not feeling well,
regardless of whether the symptoms are COVID-related. For students and teachers who
have been sick with a non-COVID related illness, we are asking that they be symptom
and fever-free without the use of medication for 48 hours before returning to school. We
strongly encourage all teachers and students to get the flu vaccine when it is available.



If someone in a class tests positive for Covid-19:

If a student tests positive for Covid-19, please inform the Director of Youth Education
immediately, who will then communicate the exposure to the class and anyone else with
direct contact. Everyone in the class (teachers and students, regardless of vaccination
status) should get tested 3-5 days after exposure and the class will be moved online for
10 days or until we determine it is safe for the class to return in person.

We will communicate with parents if any small group / indoor contact took place.

If someone in a class is exposed to Covid-19 outside of PSJC:

The person who was exposed should either quarantine for 10 days, or get 2 negative
tests on days 3 and 5 post-exposure. If you learn about an exposure that occurred prior
to attending an in-person program at PSJC after attending the program, you are
obligated to report the exposure to PSJC.

We will inform classes if any close contact reports a Covid-19 exposure. As a program
that brings together students from multiple schools, we feel that this communication will
allow families to be more aware of symptoms and testing and avoid potential for any
further spread.

General injuries or illness:

If a student gets injured or sick during school (not COVID-related), they will be brought
to the office for evaluation.

If a student is sick and showing signs of COVID, the student will be brought to an empty
room for isolation. Please be sure your contact information is up to date. Parents will be
called immediately to pick up their child. Parents are reminded of the required protocols
that the child be tested, quarantined if necessary, and given medical clearance when
they are able to return to school.

Building Procedures and Protocols

Families/caregivers will not be able to wait in the building during hebrew school. We ask
that families are only at the building for drop off and pick up. This includes waiting on
the stoop, as we will be using the steps as outdoor learning space.

If students need to be in the building, it is our plan that they will only be with their class,
and smaller learning groups as is possible. Any gatherings of mixed grades will occur
outdoors. During Hebrew School hours the bathrooms will each remain “single stall” and
only one student will be allowed in at a time.

Arrival/Dismissal
While waiting outside for arrival and dismissal, or if entering the building, parents or
guardians must be wearing a face covering. All children over the age of 2 should also



wear a face covering. Most parents or guardians will not come into the building during
arrival, dismissal, or programming. No students will be allowed in the building outside of
programming hours.

Arrival
By 3:00pm (Tuesday/Wednesday) and 9:00AM (Shabbat/Sunday) on the day
their child is scheduled to come to PSJC, parents will need to fill out a health
form. Upon arrival, a staff member will greet and check in each student at the
gate or yard door. After students are cleared to enter, they will sanitize their
hands and proceed to the tent.

In inclement weather when the yard/tent are not being used we will stagger
arrival places based on grade. The procedures for arrival and dismissal are
subject to change.

Tuesday:
K - 2nd Grade 8th Avenue gate and enter through the yard door

Wednesday/Sunday:
3rd - 5th Grade 8th Avenue gate and enter through yard door

6th & 7th Grade 8th Avenue gate and enter through stoop steps

Early Arrival
Students participating in Early Arrival will remain in the yard unless the weather
situation is considered dangerous. Students will be allowed into the building to
use the bathroom only one at a time. This will allow us to avoid students from
multiple grades using indoor spaces at the same time.

Late Arrival
Any students who are going to be late must wait for a teacher or staff member to
check them in prior to entering the building. If you know that your child will be
arriving late, please contact the office at 718-768-1453 x102 so that we can
ensure a staff member is available to check them in. No student will be allowed
into the yard or building without a staff member checking them in.

Dismissal
In order to avoid large groups of people gathering at the gate, we will ask
students to remain with their class and parents will be allowed into the gate to
pick up each student. Parents/adults will wait outside of the gate until security
lets them in.

On Tuesdays students will wait by class in the yard and parents will pick up their
students from their teachers directly.

https://forms.gle/u7ZzTXE6JRJevqFj6
https://forms.gle/u7ZzTXE6JRJevqFj6


On Sundays and Wednesdays students will wait by class in the yard. Third and
fourth graders will stand near the sanctuary side of the yard and fifth and sixth
graders will wait on the 13th Street side of the yard. We will dismiss any sixth and
seventh grade students who have permission to dismiss on their own from the
top of the stoop on the 14th Street side, unless they are picking up a younger
sibling from the yard.

If you drive to PSJC to pick up your student, we ask that you be patient. Once
the initial round of pick-ups have occurred, we will bring remaining students out
to the stoop area to walk to cars. You are also welcome to come into the yard
and follow the procedure above.

Classrooms
We will prioritize using outdoor space as much as possible while weather permits.

In our classrooms, we will maintain a minimum of the CDC recommended 3-foot social
distancing rules in all classrooms. We will make use of double classrooms when more
space is needed, as well as flexible seating arrangements to spread students out when
possible. Windows will be kept open for increased airflow, so please ensure your child
always has layers to keep them warm.

Snack
Please make sure to feed your child before the start of programming, as well as ensure
they bring a water bottle with their name on it, as we will try to avoid students going in
and out of the building for water. Snacks will only be allowed outside and at designated
times.

Daily Cleaning
The classrooms will undergo cleaning at the end of each day. The bathrooms will be
cleaned at the end of each day. The handrails in the stairways will be wiped down at the
end of each day.

The beginning and end of each day of programming will include makom tikkun - space
repair - when each student will be responsible for wiping down and returning their
communal supplies from that day, including flexible seating, lap desks, markers, and
other items.

Remote Learning

If one person in a class tests positive for Covid-19, that class will move remote for 10
days or until we determine it is safe for the class to return in person.

If three people in the Hebrew School community (either students or teachers,
regardless of vaccination status) test positive for Covid-19 within a 7-day period, we will
move all classes online until we determine it is safe to resume in-person learning. We



will continue to follow our stated Health and Safety Protocols, and all guidelines set by
the NYC and New York State Departments of Health and the CDC, as well as the DOE.

If transmission rates rise to a level of extreme concern, our covid advisory committee
may recommend a temporary shift to remote learning for specific grades or days of
programming. While we will continue to prioritize outdoor programming while weather
conditions permit, should the advisory committee determine that indoor Hebrew School
should not happen under any circumstances and weather conditions are not suitable for
outdoor learning, we will switch to temporary remote programming. Should the NYC
DOE shift to full remote learning at any point, PSJC Hebrew School will automatically
move online.


